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ment, "No news here!   I have seen absolutely nothing of the
Spanish fleet!"

After Captain Sigsbee had left the Brooklyn, Edouard
Nunez, the pilot whom he had delivered on board, was interro-
gated closely, as he was an expert in such matters, having served
for many years in the waters about Santiago de Cuba. Nunez
did not hesitate to express the opinion that vessels of the size
and draft of the Teresa, Oquendo, Viscaya and Colon could not
pass through the channel into the harbor, except at the top of
high water, and then on the smoothest days only with the assist-
ance of tugs. Nunez testified to this opinion before the court
of inquiry convened three years afterwards.

This, taken with the information, or non-information, from
the scouts; taken with the strong possibility of the truth of the
Jamaica bulletins; taken with the possibilities that the Santiago
telegrams of the presence of the Spanish might well be ruses to
draw the Flying Squadron from its objective; taken with the
implied doubts in the orders of the commander-in-ehief; taken
with the uncertainty of Mr. Long's information and the known
fact that Sampson's fleet was at Cay Francis, in the Bahama
Channel to the east of Havana, suggested the move to the west-
ward at 9.50 p. M. on the night of May 26th, with the purpose
in view of blocking the passage to the westward to bar any effort
of the enemy to reach Havana by a dash through the Yucatan
passage in Sampson's rear.

It was quite twenty-four hours before the collier's engines
could be functioned, and then only under reduced speed. The
fleet engineer had been sent on board the Merrimac to examine
and report the extent of damage, and it is to the credit of the
engineering force of the Brooklyn that the completely smashed
valve-gear was so well repaired that it worked well when it was
installed a day or two later off Santiago.

At 9.30 A.M., about, on May 27th, the Harvard (scout)
joined the Flying Squadron, bearing a despatch from Mr. Long
as follows:

WASHINGTON, May 25, 1898.
HARVARD, ST. NICHOLAS MOLE, HAITI:

Proceed at onee and inform Schley, and also the senior officer off San-
tiago, as follows: All department's information indicates Spanish divisionutside "approaching that port"! Or, how is it possible
